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Political system

 Britain = a constitutional monarchy

The head of state is the Queen Elizabeth II
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The Royal Family
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Queen Elizabeth II

 Brithdate: 21st April 1926

 Official birthday celebration/Trooping the Colour: 2nd
Saturday in June

Wedding: 1947

 Accession to the throne: 1952

 Coronation/Westminster Abbey: 1953
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Heirs to the throne in order of succession

1. Charles, Prince of Wales

2. William, Duke of Cambridge

3. Henry, Prince of Wales
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Constitution

 Is not written

 Based on custom

 Based on tradition

 Based on common law
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Houses of Parliament, „Westminster“

House of Commons  House of Lords
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Parliament

 Is the supreme law‐making body

 Consists of the House of Commons and the House of Lords

 „Commons“ are elected and paid Members of Parliament

 „Lords“ are made up of hereditary, life peers,      
2 archbishops and 24 bishops of the Church of England
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The Government

 Formed by the party with majority of seats in 
Parliament

 Queen appoints its leader as the Prime Minister

 PM appoints a team of ministers as the Cabinet
 2 parties gaining an overall majority in the 

elections for the last hundred years:

Conservative Party 
Labour Party
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Queen vs. PM

Queen Elizabeth II
 Lives in Buckingham Palace
 Is the Head of State
 Is the Head of Judiciary
 Is the Head of Church of England
 Is the Commander – in – Chief of the armed forces

X

 Her role is only formal/symbolic
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David Cameron ( Labour Party )

 Lives in Downing Street 10
 True power lies in his hands
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Where was Queen Elizabeth II coronated in 
1953?
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Westminster Abbey
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