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ENGLAND

WALES
separated education system

SCOTLAND

NORTHERN IRELAND
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Stages of education

Pre‐school education: ‐ nursery school
‐ kindergarten

 Primary education 5 – 11: ‐ infant school (5‐7)
‐ junior school (8‐11) 

 Secondary education 11 – 16 – 18: ‐ grammar school (7%)
‐ comprehensive school
‐ public school (7%)

 Tertiary education: ‐ university
‐ college
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Compulsory school attendance
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2 basic types of education facilities:

 Which one is a state school ?

 Which one is a private school (7%) ?
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Public schools

 The most expensive private schools
 Fee ‐ paying pupils
 Single – sex schools
 School uniforms
 Strict/rigid discipline
 Great emphasis on team sports
 Eton, Harrow, Rugby, Winchester
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The National Curriculum

 Introduced in 1988 (for the first time in British history)
 Subjects you have to study
 Assessment tests you have to take
 Between the ages 14‐16 you study for GCSE
 At the age of 16: a/ leaving school

b/ preparation for A levels
 At the age of 18 you take : a/ A levels

b/ A‐ Supplementary
c/ GNVQ
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Universities and colleges

 Are not part of the state system of education
 Are independent, often supported by public funds
 91 universities ( offer 3 + 4 year degree courses)
 47 colleges of higher education (offer 2year + degree courses)

Degrees: Bachelor´s
Master´s

Doctorate
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Types of universities

 Stone universities: Oxford, Cambridge 
(„Oxbridge“)

 Red-brick universities: 19th century, London

 20th century: many newly-born, Birmingham, 
Manchester, Glasgow

 Open universities: distance education, internet, 
tutorial system, started 1969
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Oxford and Cambridge

 The oldest universities (medieval period, 12th , 13th 
century)

 The highest academic reputation
 Colleges built around courtyards (quads) with lawns in 

the centre
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 Glasgow

 Edinburgh

 Aberdeen

 St. Andrews

The old Scottish universities
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What type of schools are 
public schools ?
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Public schools

 The most expensive private schools
 Fee ‐ paying pupils
 Single – sex schools
 School uniforms
 Strict/rigid discipline
 Great emphasis on team sports
 Eton, Harrow, Rugby,  Winchester
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