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Who is it?
• It is a man
• He lived in the 17th century
• He belonged to the Stuarts
• He believed in the absolute power of the king
• He wanted to rule without Parliament
• Oliver Cromwell was one of those who signed the 

death warrant of him
• He was arrested at the beginning of the Civil War 

(1642-51)
• His head was cut off in 1649
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CHARLES I
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Charles I
(1600-1649)

• king of England, Scotland and Ireland
• believed in the absolute power of the crown → the divine right

of kings
• often disagreed with Parliament
• ruled England for long periods without Parliament
• tried to arrest five members of Parliament → Civil War
• arrested by Oliver Cromwell
• beheaded
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Divine right of kings

The idea that kings and queens are given 
their right to rule by God and therefore 

nobody should question that right.
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Civil War
(1642-51)

two sides

King of England
Charles I
Cavaliers

Parliament
Oliver Cromwell

Roundheads
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TASK 1:
Answer the following questions about Charles I:

• Which century did he live?
• What kind of power did he believe in?
• What is the divine right of kings?
• Did he have a good relationship with 

Parliament?
• What were the two sides which fought in 

the Civil War?
• How did Charles I die?
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TASK 2:
Work in pairs and talk about Charles I. The following words can 
help you.

• king
• dynasty
• parliament
• war

• arrest
• behead
• absolute power
• divine
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